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By M.I. BLACRWELL
and LARRY CERNARD
4 e vews-Oemocral

CAAOKIA ~ High levels of PCBs
{zoiychioriaated dipaenyis) found i the
i part of Dead Creek dilch pose no
itisiediate threat (0 public heaith and
sufety. state officiels sana today.

Jarnes Reily, d chemist and member of
the {lliowis Environmental Protection
Apency's Emergency Response Unit,
feeaed cexuits of chemacal testing of 18
Uil alld Aider sdmpies taken from the area
Juring tae (st (w0 weeks.

Thetests disosnowed high leveisoi metals
conference in the Cahokia V:llage Hall thus
macnin, showea 17,000 parts per million of
PU3x indp acea of the ditch 30 vards south
of C.eeny Avenue, with decreasing levels
a5 130 Crevk moves south.

Th resty aiso showed hugh levets of metals
ia che southern part of the creek, with
decreasing amounts farther north.

Axafn Die taken frum a private water well
Lo the W0 ook uf Wainut Street showed the
afesence of pesticides. but Kelty suid they
avra :'mm asvurce other than Dead Creek.

GV savi an extremely high concen-
3T T PAGSPROTOUS ~ 12.080 ppm — was
f...6d 18 dn area 4 yards north of Judith
wl'

‘r\'my ~iid the substances posed no
sefiuds a0l Uaedt uniess a person were
exjrrsed (0 the chemvals for long perieds.

“The materials in thes ditch are hazar-
duuss oniy tw that extent,” Kelty suid.

Meanwhile, itate agencies are erectinga |
{-foot high tence «round a half-mile stresch.

LY
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betwern Queeny Avetlue and Sud.th Lane w
prevent peopie frum kicxing y4p con-
tamingted sl and frum dumping in e
area.

IEPA officials said it will take time to
determine who 18 responsidie for the
situation. Officials said they were inves-
tigating reports of 3 burned dump on a
three-acre site south of Sauget Viilayge Hail.

Kelty said investigators have chevked
the iength of thecreex tu 1he r:ver, but have
not taiken any sampiles.

Offxcials are unsure if any cublaminants
have gone past Judith Lane. A Diocked
culvert couid bave preventeu that.

Keity ais tested so1i south of Judith Lane

1EPA officials announced 4 three-phase
plan tor handling the Dead Creex situation.
Phase | — the chemicai testing 1o
determine if there was a heaith and safety
hatard — was announced this morning.
Phase 2 will concern self with ine long-
term impact of the conlaminaiion, as wel
as dnanmnm. who is responsibe. Phase 3
ddress cieanup and disposal. Of-

would take to }ﬂﬂt the investiyation.

the U.S. Coast Guard checked
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Were 10UNd in ne Creer ol Judiin e 0D
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smoidering and glowng diren near L e
3. has deen contamindtec wii
CanCer-CaUsIiNE agPn’, Jnt o9 uviic’ .o,
chemicals. ur‘:er‘PP\'esm G W
PUB leveis vl 0 ppm o the oo & oar
Jugitn Lane and 5200 ppm south ui wn ny
Avenue,

IEPA officiais 4is0 are checking i
reports that a Sauget Jandtill on Yueeny
Avenue near the crees. operaied Jpghc ..o
mayor of Sauget, Leo Seupet. may wave
been used for hazardous waste aqumg,

Kelty sdia 9fficials have reteivea

"“unolficial 4na unconfirmeyd .o,“...‘
primardy from eapie vm. Jave Lvel .
theared for a :.ong time ™ avvui (he o: .
But ne sad no immediate -:onu.n.u.;:, can
oe drawn from che repocs.

"The wformation is oretty sketutv Lid
ronfhcung We aon VAaVe Anyvioita
definite.”” he sald. "Ad we've v Loe
ramors — a coupie of ancnyaioas :r
calls. There i a ot of UPen STl ve: vl
sude Of the ditcn.”

Sauget way the first mavor of ina . lage
of 200 persons, which is lucked weinens
Eam St. Louis and Cahokia. [ie operaicu a
4.5wcre iandfill that hds seen Cioss1 for
more than 20 mx sail Bia suft el
pOugetnt mayor, ‘ .

R T P

LY

CER 069586




